
 

 

November 4, 2013 
It’s a Joke 

Q: How many psychiatrists does it take to change a light bulb?  

A: Just one, but that Light Bulb really has to want to change.  

Bigger Joke 

Q: How many agencies does it take to ignore child rape on the rez? 

A: All of them.  

And now we have Heidi Heitkamp, who could not manage to confirm a meeting date 
with an established group seeking to get an investigation into the child trafficking, 
rapes and corruption at the rez, waiting over 45 days to respond to the request, 
taking the stage as Drama Mama, saying how affected she is from an encounter with 
a woman who was abused as a child on the rez.  

And for this, she gets $2Million of our tax dollars to set up a committee to ‘study’ the 
problem.  This will be distributed most certainly, to her political allies, none of whom 
has yet to give a flying crap about these children who are still being housed with 
known registered sex offenders.  They have yet to raise a finger to investigate or 
rescue a single child who has reported being raped, molested, abused.   That’s 
politics for you!  No crisis goes to waste. They are all an opportunity to make more 
political capital and to scoop more taxpayer monies into their own pockets.  

When Betty Jo Krenz and her group finally got a response from Heitkamp’s 
Secretary, saying how sorry she was but that she would not be able to attend that 
meeting a month earlier… (better late than ?) Betty Jo responded that she would 
make herself available to meet with Heitkamp, anytime, anywhere.  That has now 
been over 4 months and Heidi, for all her drama and how ‘important’ these children 
are to her, has yet to respond.  

Politics makes a joke out of child rape.  Politics makes a sport out of dodging 
protocols for investigations into heinous crimes such as child rape, child trafficking, 
delaying, stalling, thwarting, ridiculing and threatening anyone at any level who dares 
to try and do their job or seek investigation or rescue.  

It Takes A Village of Idiots 

No single agency, be they Tribal Social Services, The BIA, ACF, none of them could 
by themselves, thwart, harass and threaten those who demand investigations and 
rescue of children without a tremendous inter-agency effort to do so.  The FBI has to 
refuse to investigate or act. The USAG has to refuse to investigate or act. The ACF 
has to harass and threaten their only Director who is raising the alarm.   

The BIA, which does have decent people working in their ranks, sadly, has no one of 
integrity anywhere near the Administrative level.  
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The Department of Interior, which oversees most of this if not all of this because it all 
happens on Federal Lands, is such a scandal ridden agency, it should come with a 
saddle and whip.   

In case you think none of this matters to anyone outside of the rez or that it is an 
isolated problem, think again. There are reservations all across America, and they 
are all on Federal Land.   

Federal Land is where most of our national resources are: It’s where the oil, gas, 
minerals, timber and ranch lands are located.  It’s where the water supplies are 
susceptible to diversion, poisoning or polluting.  All that and then some, is there and 
all of it is susceptible to corruption and that costs US ALL hundreds of billions of 
dollars in lost revenues every year.  

In order for the raiding of our resources and the control of our waters to continue to 
be in the hands of the most corrupt, the most powerfully connected families and 
corporations with no accountability to the taxpayers or the people on any level, there 
has to be an organized and sustained effort to keep the Good People of Spirit Lake 
Nation, and tribes all over, oppressed with corruption, abuse the subsequent loss of 
credibility that assumes anyone that has suffered both the legacy of abuse inflicted 
by both the government/church and their own social environment, battered for a 
lifetime, appear to those outside of that vicious circle, as less than believable.  

Rabbit Holes 

All these Agencies, especially the ACF, has so many rabbit holes they can send this 
down, make sure it gets lost and costs millions if not billions, it would stun you.  
Where do you think this thing is now? Where do you think it will be in three months? 
Six Months? A year? Where have they tangled it up and strangled it down in the past 
two years?  

Every agency creates rabbit holes to hide, mislead, deceive and lose that which they 
don’t want known, uncovered, or reported.  

That’s why we get these ‘commissions’ to ‘study’ crimes rather than the 
straightforward work of investigating them.  

There Be Monsters 

They appear angry, broken, addicted.  They are. As a child, you are raped, beaten 
and told to keep quiet. You speak up and tell of horrors and those you speak to 
dismiss you as ‘imaginative’ because the tales you tell are so horrific, it’s hard to 
believe anyone would do that to any child…. And then there are the horrific rape, 
mutilation and murders of tiny children such as Destiny and Travis DuBois, Jr. , and 
civilized minds, shocked and stunned want to believe that is not happening.  That it 
had to be a very rare monster, and there are no other monsters…. 
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And as these children come forward and report horrific sexual abuse, even after all of 
that, they are dismissed as ‘imaginative’.  And then another child is murdered less 
than a month before her third birthday… and we see yet another ‘monster’ and we 
think there are no more monsters…. 

We don’t want to believe these things are happening.  They stun the mind and stab 
the heart.  How could anyone allow this to happen?  

And then we see how. We see that not one Mandated Report was investigated 
according to the protocol which demands that the person making the report be 
questioned for details and that the case itself, the victim, be first removed from the 
danger and then questioned for details.   

The Sovereignty issue is a lie. Federal Government has sole jurisdiction over any 
Felony committed on Federal Lands and it matters not if it is a tribe or not.  The laws 
are clear and clearly not being followed by everyone who has received these reports 
(and the list grows).  

Yes, there are monsters who commit horrific crimes on these children.  Most of them 
look pretty ugly and if you were to see them in a mug shot, you’d say they look like 
scum.  

But the other monsters wear suits and ties, high heels and pearls.  They refuse to 
meet with much less talk to those who have made the reports of rapes upon children.  

Heidi has refused by method of ignoring, Betty Jo Krenz or anyone in her group, and 
yet she gives an interview to Indian Country Today, where the reporter, Rob 
Capriccioso obviously sucking up makes a statement that “Native children are 
obviously a huge priority for you, what other Indian country issues will you be taking 
the lead on?”  
 
I have to ask Mr. Capriccioso where he sees this ‘obvious priority’.  I have yet to see 
her make this any priority at all. She is establishing a ‘commission’ to study, and of 
course, get $2M, and coincidentally ends just around the next election…  
 
She’s using the suffering of these children to forward her own career, nothing more.  
She has done nothing to rescue a single one.  She seems mystified from her 
previous experience as Attorney General, that none of the programs in place for 
juveniles in detention seemed to alleviate the problem.  Gee, really?  Do nothing 
while children, babies, are being raped and abused, but when they become addicted 
or commit crimes themselves, then wonder why ‘programs’ aren’t working?   
 
If the laws in place, which are good laws, are not applied to the rape of these 
children, it is clear that the law has no respect for these children.  Do you expect 
these children, if they survive,  to grow up and have respect for the law? And will you 
be mystified when they don’t respond to your ‘programs’?   
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Every day these children have proved to them that there is no rescue and there is no 
justice and that no one cares what horrors they have to endure.  After awhile, they 
stop reporting the abuses because, it only gets them dismissed by the very people 
who are supposed to rescue them, and increases the abuses they suffer by angering 
those predators with whom they are forced to live.   
 
By middle school, they’ve learned. Say nothing. Nothing will be done if you do. 
Things will only be worse if you do. Say nothing.  
 
And that’s just the way all those Agencies like it. Keep the communities broken by 
not allowing any Justice, not even for child rape.  
 
Not one case of Child Rape reported to Timothy Purdon on Spirit Lake has ever 
been investigated.  That girl who had only hours earlier turned Thirteen and was 
raped by her mother’s 38-year old boyfriend, was ruled ‘consensual’ by the rapist 
telling Special Investigator Bentley GreyBear that ‘she wanted it.’  That was good 
enough for Bentley.  That was good enough for Tim Purdon. The girl was then 
incarcerated and her rapist still roams free.  
 
Then, recently, a 26 year old teacher was arrested for raping a 14-year old American 
Indian Girl.  But she was from a different rez where he was a teacher. He said it was 
consensual but Purdon’s office says that no one under 15 can legally consent to sex.  
(Unless of course, it’s on Spirit Lake Reservation and that girl is just turned 13, in 
which case, incarcerate her. She’s the problem. ) 
 
What is it about Spirit Lake that has Timothy Purdon afraid to make a move without 
the approval of the rapists and the corrupt?  
 
Purdon is a monster. He’s the kind of monster that protects the other monsters.  
 
Expertise is Required 
 
Because all the people who have first hand knowledge of the crimes against children 
on the rez are being forcefully excluded from any meetings or hearings regarding 
these reported abuses, we know that no one who presently claims in any of those 
agencies, or the politicians that polish their images with them, have any interest 
much less any intention of resolving the crisis of child rape on the rez.  
 
If you want to solve a problem you don’t ignore, exclude, harass the person or 
people who have brought the problem to your attention and who have the best 
insight into the problem.   
 
You don’t keep punishing/penalizing the kids who have reported abuse by keeping 
them from the security of the only home where they have ever felt safe and cared 
for.   
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I will believe there is genuine concern and interest in resolving this when the dancing 
stops and the real work begins and those who are experts on these critical ongoing 
crimes are brought into the conversations and not excluded from them.  
 
We need ‘Experts’, not politicians, and not Department Heads that harass and 
intimidate anyone that points to the exact problem and states the exact remedy 
required by law.  Those politicians and Department Heads only have expertise in 
using any issue to further their careers, create streams of money that end up 
increasing their political power and widening their connections amongst the 
powerful. 
 
 
“Expert” is defined as: noun 
a person who has a comprehensive and authoritative knowledge of or skill in a 
particular area: experts in child development | a financial expert. 
Adjective having or involving authoritative knowledge 
 
In this case, the ‘area’ is child abuse on the rez: How and why it happens, who is 
committing the crimes, who is allowing the crimes and who is protecting the 
predators and what can be done about it and how. 
 
I would also add that an ‘expert’ is someone that also knows the solution and how 
and where it is to be found.  
 
Under that definition, I would have to say that Betty Jo Krenz is an expert in this 
area.  She identified the problem and she reported it to the authorities who were 
supposed to act, but refused to act.  
 
All of Heitkamp’s ‘Commission’ has no ‘expert’ in this area. No one who is or has 
been directly in contact with these victims and no one outside of her and her group 
seems to actually either know the legal protocols and how they should be applied.   
If they did, they would have demanded it long before now. 
 
Or they are pretending to not know, in which case, they have no intention of 
resolving the crisis, only in promoting themselves politically and financially and using 
the crisis as a vehicle to do so. 
 
When the only people allowed to speak on this or address this to the authorities, are 
those who know nothing about it, one has to wonder.  
 
I think it’s time that Spirit Lake Nation start involving the Experts again.  At least the 
one that is nearby and who has, despite the harassment, threats, intimidations, and 
who has endured personal slander & attacks by those involved most directly in the 
corruption that allowed these children to be raped, beaten, trafficked and murdered; 
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the one who has, despite all this, not quit speaking out about the crimes against 
these children, nor the logical and legal obligations that would put an end to it.  
 
And yet, they avoid her.  
 
I think I know why.  This kind of sick criminal enterprise that has gone on for so long 
has some very important, very powerful people attached to it.  It’s just part of a 
greater, more wide-spread corruption that involves people at all levels of 
government.   
 
They are afraid to arrest the rapists because the rapists know the dirty secrets of 
those higher up and in the Halls of Justice as well as throughout the Federal and 
State Government.  Secrets involving not just the rape, abuse and trafficking of 
children, which, throughout the country is a huge black market enterprise, but also in 
the other areas where the Department of Interior allows corruption: The massive 
scale of mineral/gas/oil/mining leases which his hundreds of billions of dollars 
unaccounted for every year.   
 
When you start getting into the billions of dollars and who controls them, who steers 
them, who benefits from certain rulings and from having people in key positions, you 
get people who will allow anything to happen to not rock that boat.  They go to 
extremes to protect themselves, each other and the corruption they all feed on. 
 
Politicians who can’t be bothered for months, to say a word about the child abuse, 
and then, clutching pearls, a slight catch in the voice, say how important it is to 
them… and get $2M on the spot.  
 
You see a USAG who has political aspirations that seem to depend on the most 
corrupt in Spirit Lake, and perhaps elsewhere, never being investigated, no matter 
how heinous the crimes they commit against children.  
 
You see an agency, such as the ACF, who threaten, harass, intimidate their own 
Director because he dared to do his job and file reports.  The ACF top 
Administrators are all appointed. These are political jobs given as political rewards to 
a few strategic people who will do whatever it takes to protect the system from 
scrutiny.   
 
Taxpayer money that goes into corruption, and which washes through back 
channels, into the hands of the corrupt who then support and make big donations to 
the politicians who then get elected, make appointments to key positions…. And 
around and around we go.  
 
Anything that upsets this, anyone looking into any part of the corruption, is a threat.  
 
So they all act like they don’t know the laws and the protocols for proceeding when a 
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child reports molestation, rape or abuse.  They all just start dancing, waving their 
hands, clutching their pearls, all while deliberately ignoring those who filed the 
reports.  
 
After this dance subsides, they will declare that they have investigated. There will be 
no proof of any investigation. No rapist will be arrested. No child will be rescued. 
Millions of dollars will have disappeared.  
 
I know this because it has been over 2 years now, and not one child rapist has been 
arrested or investigated on SLN.  Not one child has been rescued from dangerous 
illegal placements.  Children have been raped and murdered.  The only Expert in the 
area is ignored or libeled, slandered by everyone from the Tribal Social Services 
Board Members who are complicit in the child abuse, to the USAG himself, and 
Heidi Heitkamp, Governor Dalrymple.  
 
It’s time for the Tribal Council to rectify this. It’s time for them to bring in the expert 
that knows and work with her to rescue these children. Their children. 
 
It will be hard for the Tribal Council to do this given that Joel Redfox himself, as a 
Tribal Leader, is a known rapist and drug dealer on the rez and is not in the least 
interested in any of this being addressed directly. His family is involved.  
 
If the Tribal Council cares about these children, their community and the future of 
that community, they will overcome the embarrassment of having Joel on the 
Council and they will do whatever it takes to protect these children and now, not 
three years down the road, but now.   
 
They will call in Betty Jo Krenz as the expert in this area.  They will work with her 
and they will support her as she has only one goal: Protect these children.   
 
Isn’t that the only goal that anyone involved in this should have?  
 
None of these agencies and none of these politicians has a clue.  Right now, they 
are all angry because they are revealed as weak, incompetent or connected to the 
corrupt.  That embarrassment drives their desire to cover this up.  
 
She alone has the expertise and the desire and the courage. Surely, there must be 
in Tribal Council, others with courage and integrity.  This one decent thing for the 
children surely cannot be that hard for them to find common ground.  
 
It’s not Betty Jo that is causing embarrassment to the Tribe, it’s the attacks on her as 
she has spoken out and those who attack being connected to the corruption.  It’s the 
corruption, so bad, it allows this to go on, and more children to die.   
 
It’s the hopelessness it gives to the whole tribe when a child grows into addiction, 
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abuse, suicide.  It has to be stopped. It can only be stopped if it’s faced, with 
courage and integrity.  It’s time to call in the Experts. Real ones. The loudmouths 
have had their day.  The politicians have had their day. The corrupt have had their 
day.  It’s time for the children.  It’s time for Justice.  
 
If we can’t get justice for these children and save their lives before they are lost, we 
can’t get justice for anyone.  If we refuse to help these children in real, tangible ways 
and now, we have failed as Human Beings on every level.  
 
Do this for the children and do it now. Let the dominoes fall where they may. Let the 
house of cards come down. What we will have left is what we need to work with to 
make this world a better place for all of us, starting with the children.   
 
Stop protecting the system that is hurting the children, robbing us all of the future we 
deserve.   
 
The government, the system does not want to change.  We can make the change 
despite the odds, but we have to work together or it only gets worse.  
 
This is bigger than you know. It’s on every rez, It’s how those in power control 
everyone else, by keeping the tribes from being healthy and thriving.  They pour 
more money into ‘programs’ which never reach those who need it and only increase 
the crime and poverty and corruption.   
 
This leaves the resources of those tribes & Federal Lands vulnerable to exploitation 
without anyone to speak up or protect them. Without anyone to at least, get a fair 
payment in exchange or for damages caused.  
 
Change how these children are treated by the tribe and by the government and you 
change everything about Indian Country. You change the future for every child and 
beyond. You gain dignity and respect on all levels.  
 
Spirit Lake Nation is where it has to start. Other tribes are looking to Spirit Lake and 
seeing how they either take the lead on this, or submit the pattern of corruption and 
fail. What Spirit Lake Nation does will have a direct impact on every tribe, every 
community, far and wide.  That’s why the pressure is so great. That’s why the 
opposition is so great. That’s why it has to happen.   
 
The government treats the crime of child rape like a joke. The Tribal Council can do 
better than that.  Until they do, they remain the punch line in a really sick show. 
 
It’s time for SLN Tribal Council to take the lead and do the right thing.  It’s their 
children. It’s their community. It’s their future. No one in government else cares. No 
one else will do this.  It’s time.  
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You know where to find me.  
 
~Cat 

 


